16                               BACON.
desirous of escaping from the cares of office; was allowed to resign the Great Seal, which was given, on the following day, to Bacon, with the title of Lord Keeper. The procession which attended him, two months afterwards, when he went to take his seat in the Court of Chancery, seems to have been an unusually large one. Besides his own servants, the Judges, and the Inns of Court, " he was accompanied by most of the nobility, with other gallants, to the number of more than 200 horse." The appointment was, no doubt, largely due to Villiers, who was now Earl of Buckingham and the prime favourite at Court. There soon, however, broke out a serious difference between the Lord Keeper and the favourite, on account of Bacon's opposition to a marriage between Villiers' brother and the daughter of Sir Edward Coke. The king,, of course, took the side of his favourite, and it was only after many apologies and explanations that his displeasure, as well as that of Buckingham, was removed. Into these circumstances, and generally into the differences between Bacon and Coke, who were certainly by no means well affected towards each other, it is not necessary that, in so brief a biography as this, I should enter. It is enough to say that, in his opposition to Coke, I believe Bacon, even where he may have been mistaken, to have been actuated by the belief that he was doing what was best for the interests of the king and the country. In politics he was by nature a Conservative, and was sincerely of opinion that it was desirable to maintain, in theory, the royal prerogative, though, in practice, he was always ready to stay or moderate its exercise. On January 4, 1617-18, Bacon's title was raised from that of Lord Keeper to that of Lord Chancellor, and on the 12th of July following he was created Baron Verulam of Verulam. , I              By the name of Lord Verulam, doubtless, and not by the
vulgar misnomer of Lord Bacon, he expected to be known to posterity.    As posterity, however, has insisted upon callingn March 6, 1616-17, Lord Ellesmere, who had long been. II. KLKN, F.R.G.S., Autl,,,roi " I-V
